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Gulf of Mexico Research Initiative Requests Grant Proposals
Up to $22.5 million will be awarded to researchers studying the effects of the
Deepwater Horizon incident on the Gulf of Mexico, public health
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X 250, gripress@aibs.org

Reston, VA — The Gulf of Mexico Research Initiative (GoMRI) Research Board has issued a
new request for proposals, RFP-11, which will provide up to $7.5 million per year for research
grants to individual investigators or small groups of researchers. The funding is part of BP’s
commitment to provide $500 million over ten years to support independent scientific research
into the effects of the Deepwater Horizon incident on the Gulf of Mexico and to develop
innovative new technologies and tools to respond to and mitigate future oil spills.

It is anticipated that grants awarded through the RFP-I1 competition will range between $100,000
and $1,000,000 per year. Grants may be awarded for a one to three year period. All applications
will be evaluated using a peer-review process similar to that of the United States National
Science Foundation.

Applicants for funding must respond to one of the five research themes identified by the GoMRI
Research Board. These themes are: 1) Physical distribution, dispersion, and dilution of
petroleum, its constituents, and associated contaminants under the action of physical
oceanographic processes, air-sea interactions, and tropical storms; 2) Chemical evolution and
biological degradation of the petroleum/dispersant systems and subsequent interaction with
coastal, open-ocean, and deep-water ecosystems; 3) Environmental effects of the
petroleum/dispersant system on the sea floor, water column, coastal waters, beach sediments,
wetlands, marshes, and organisms, and the science of ecosystem recovery; 4) Technology
developments for improved responses, mitigation, detection, characterization, and remediation
associated with oil spills and gas releases; and 5) Impact of oil spills on public health.

“On August 30™ we awarded $112.5 million to fund eight Research Consortia,” said GoMRI
Research Board Chairman Dr. Rita R. Colwell. The GoMRI also awarded $1.5 million this
year to help researchers maintain a continuity of observations and sampling, and to help
investigators initiate time sensitive observations and sampling.

“We are pleased to announce this important next step in our work. Through RFP-11 the GoMRI
will fund individual investigators or small teams consisting of a lead investigator and up to three
collaborators.” Colwell said.



Colwell described RFP-I1 as a mission oriented research program that will fund compelling
investigations with defined goals within one of the five themes identified by the GoMRI
Research Board. “We are looking for world-class expertise in these topic areas, including
specific local knowledge of the environmental and public health issues in the Gulf of Mexico
region,” advised Colwell.

Individuals and small groups interested in submitting a grant application should consult RFP-II
(http://www.gulfresearchinitiative.org/request-for-proposals/rfp-ii/) for specific guidelines and
requirements. A Letter of Intent must be submitted by 9:00 p.m. EST on January 17, 2012.
A final grant application will not be accepted if GoMRI did not receive a Letter of Intent. The
Letter of Intent provides essential information required by the GoMRI to avoid conflicts of
interest in the establishment of lists of potential reviewers and for determining the number of
reviewers needed for the application evaluation process. All application deadlines and
requirements are clearly identified in the official RFP-I1 guidance document.

The GoMRI Research Board is an independent body that administers BP’s ten-year, $500 million
commitment to independent research into the effects of the Deepwater Horizon incident.
Through a series of competitive grant programs, the GoMRI is investigating the impacts of the
oil, dispersed oil, and dispersant on the ecosystems of the Gulf of Mexico and the affected
coastal States in a broad context of improving fundamental understanding of the dynamics of
such events and their environmental stresses and public health implications. The GoMRI also
funds research that improves techniques for detecting oil and gas, spill mitigation, and
technologies to characterize and remediate spills. Knowledge accrued will be applied to
restoration and to improving the long-term environmental health of the Gulf of Mexico.

The GoMRI is an independent scientific research program and is separate from the Natural
Resources Damages Assessment process.
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For more information about the GoMRI, the Research Board, or to view a copy of RFP-II, please visit
http://www.qulfresearchinitiative.org/.
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