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Sticky Note
The Master Research Agreement (MRA) is the overall governing document for GoMRI and all funded organizations are responsible for adhering to its requirements.  I've highlighted in grey the areas in the MRA that we consider not applicable to the Consortia or individual researchers.  In the past some of these areas have caused some confusion when the MRA is being reviewed by applicants. These areas apply to the Parties (BP and the Gulf of Mexico Alliance),  the Research Board and GoMRI Support Teams.  In some cases the greyed areas do describe the responsibilities and authority of those mentioned above. 








GULF OF MEXICO RESEARCH INITIATIVE
MASTER RESEARCH AGREEMENT

THIS AMENDED AND RESTATED MASTER RESEARCH AGREEMENT (this
“Agreement”) is made and entered into as of’ 1} , 2012 by and between BP Exploration
& Production Inc., a Delaware corporation, having 4 principal place of business at 501 Westlake
Park Boulevard, Houston, Texas 77079 (“BP”), and the Gulf of Mexico Alliance, a Mississippi
nonprofit corporation (the “All Qs”), having a principal place of business at 1141 Bayview
Avenue, Biloxi, Mississippi 3055v—the “Party” or “Parties” shall mean BP and/or the Alliance).

RECITALS

WHEREAS, following the Deepwater Horizon incident, BP committed $500 million over
an anticipated 10-year period to create an independent research program to study the effect, and
the potential associated impact, of hydrocarbon releases on the environment and public health, as
well as to develop improved spill mitigation, oil detection, characterization and remediation
technologies (such independent research program hereinafter referred to as the “Gulf of Mexico
Research Initiative” or “GoMRI”);

WHEREAS, pursuant to this Gulf of Mexico Research Initiative, funds to conduct these
studies are to be distributed to governmental or nonprofit academic and research institutions
(“Research Institutions”) primarily in Alabama, Florida, Louisiana, Mississippi and Texas (each
a “Gulf Coast State™), which have formed or may form partnerships with Research Institutions
based outside of the Gulf Coast States, as appropriate to the scientific research success of the
Gulf of Mexico Research Initiative;

WHEREAS, after the announcement of the Gulf of Mexico Research Initiative on May
24, 2010, BP distributed approximately $50 million of the GoMRI funds to Research Institutions
in a series of fast-track grants prior to the Effective Date of this Agreement;

WHEREAS, pursuant to its Articles of Incorporation and Constitution, the Alliance is
constituted by, represents and includes delegates from the Gulf Coast States, with the Governors
of the Gulf Coast States serving as the Members of the Alliance;

WHEREAS, the Alliance is recognized as an organization exempt from taxation under
section 501(a) of the Internal Revenue Code of 1986, as amended (the “Code”), as an
organization described in section 501(c)(3) of the Code and a public charity described in sections
170(b)(1)(vi) and 509(a)(1) of the Code;

WHEREAS, the Alliance is organized and operated for charitable, religious, educational
and/or scientific purposes within the meaning of section 501(c)(3) of the Code, including, but not
limited to, promoting the protection, restoration, enhancement, understanding, awareness and
wise use of the natural resources of the Gulf of Mexico through aligned and cooperative efforts
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Sticky Note
New address:
Gulf of Mexico Alliance
1151 Robinson Street
Ocean Springs, MS 39564
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Sticky Note
New wording of theme approved by the Research Board October 17 2013: "Impact of oil spills on public health including behavioral, socioeconomic, environmental risk assessment, community capacity and other population health considerations and issues." 
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Sticky Note
Refer to the Request for Proposals for the the most recent wording of the Research Themes
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Sticky Note
We don't require invoices as agreed by BP, but require the universities to keep invoices.  Specifics will be specified in award contracts.
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Sticky Note
By agreement of the Parties to this document on February 24, 2014 the language in Section 2.9 was changed to, "Restricted Funding.  No Research Consortium or Research Institution that is a member of a Research Consortium will accept funding, directly or indirectly, in whole or in part, from any third party, including the U.S. Government, for any Approved Research Project funded by GoMRI where such third party funding (a) subjects the Research Consortium, any Research Institution or Research Investigator, or the conduct of an Approved Research Project, to any requirements inconsistent with those set forth in the Agreement or the applicable Grant Agreement, or (b) duplicates the funding provided pursuant to the budget included in the Approved Research Project.
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Sticky Note
Changes in Themes will only apply to RFPs released after the date of change.  Refer to the current RFP for the current Themes.
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Sticky Note
Research Consortia and individuals should not use the BP or GOMA logo without permission.  Normally, there is no need to use these logos.  The Research Consortia and individual researchers are welcome to and encouraged use the GoMRI logo
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Sticky Note
While these Notices pertain to the Parties only, the addresses have changed to the following:

Alliance: 
Ms. Laura Bowie
c/o Gulf of Mexico Alliance
1151 Robinson Street
Ocean Springs, MS 39564
228-215-1246

BP:
Mr. Michael Robertson
Director of Finance
Gulf Coast Restoration Organization
737 North Eldridge Parkway
Thre Eldridge Place 6.191.D
Houston, TX 77079
281-366-2081
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Sticky Note
This rule pertains to the Parties of this document, BP and GOMA. The governing law of individual grant agreements will be determined by the parties to those agreements, the GoMRI Grants Unit (GU) and the lead institution.
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